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178 SOME NOTES ON PHOTOGRAPHIC EQUIPMENT 

Some sheets of brown paper for similar purpose. 
5 yards of rubber pipe for conducting washing water, with a filter to 

eliminate grit and sediment. 
Canvas porous bags for cooling water. 
2 pairs of mule yakdans for carrying chemicals and equipment. 
2 waterproof canvas sheets for mule transport. 

Before the paper the President said: I have much pleasure in introducing 
to you Captain Noel, who a few years ago, just before the war, made a very 
interesting exploration in the direction of Mount Everest. He has for many 
years made a special study of photography, and our collections include many 
examples of his skill. 

Captain Noel then read the paper printed above, and a discussion followed. 
Mr. James A. Sinclair : I have had a good deal of experience in out- 

fitting of scientific expeditions to various parts of the globe. I agree, with one 
or two exceptions, with what Captain Noel has said. I quite think that with 
the small camera, say quarter-plate, you can do better work than with the old 

types of half-plate and whole plate, because of the extraordinary definition you 
get with short-focus anastigmatic lenses. There is one point in which he went 

contrary to all the advice I always give with regard to plates, in recommending 
slow plates against rapid ones. I am an advocate of rapid plates. I want a 

plate fast enough to be able to go into Piccadilly Circus at night and take a 

snapshot without any trouble. What we wartt are plates with a long scale of 

gradation. Many slow plates are very short in gradation. If I am taking a 

photograph, I want to show all the details in the darkest part of the subject 
without losing the gradations in the high lights. If you have snow and pine 
trees, you want to get the gradation in the pine trees without losing the values 
of the snow. A great deal depends upon having a plate with a long scale of 

gradation, and upon the way it is developed. For subjects with violent contrasts 
a definite time in a normai developer is not entirely satisfactory. A better 

plan is to place the plate in a normai developer, and then when the image 
appears to transfer it to a dish of water ; the pyro or other silver-reducing 
agent absorbed by the film soon completes its work and becomes exhausted in 
the high lights, but continues in action in the shadows, and a softer and more 
harmonious negative is the result. 

Mr. Walter Scutt : One point has not been mentioned by either speaker 
which I think is of great importance, that is, that so far no makers have 
succeeded in making a very rapid plate with a fine grain. In many kinds of 

work, especially when the negative has to be enlarged, or of course in dealing 
with any very fine details, it is most necessary to have a very fine-grained plate. 
The rule I would give is this : use the slowest plate that will do the work in the 
time available, especially when rendering fine detail, or when you have to 

enlarge your negatives afterwards ; but from my own experience, both in 
scientific and pictorial work, I can heartily endorse all that has been said as to 

taking advantage of the wonderful definition of the modern anastigmatic lens, 
using small apparatus, and afterwards enlarging from the negatives. 

Mr. Frank Debenham : May I ask Captain Noel to tell us something 
about his experience as to finding the value of the light ? I think that is the 
most important thing for the average traveller, who is not a photographer, and 
I should like to know whether Captain Noel recommends a photo-meter or 
an actinometer or some diagram method. I think it would be a great help to 

people using photography in the field to have his advice on the subject. 
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AND METHODS FOR TRAVELLERS: DISCUSSION 179 

Mr. Hinks: In the course of a long discussion with Captain Noel onthe 

paper he has given us with so much success, I have found that there are one 
or two points in which I do not exactly agree with him, and one is the 

question of the small versus the large camera. It is true that the modern 
small camera beats the old-fashioned large camera, but that does not mean 
there is no advantage in the large camera, because the action of the modern 
lenses is equally good in both, and it does seem to me you still do gain 
advantage by taking up a large camera for use when circumstances allow you. 
The perspective is better with the longer focus. I believe some of the pictures 
round the room this evening were taken on the Mount Everest Expedi? 
tion with a 7| x J camera as high as 22,000 feet; they show that a large 
camera is not entirely cut out by the small one. It was a great feat taking up 
that heavy camera as far as 22,000 feet, and some of those results must gratify 
Dr. Wollaston. As to the sort of plates, I spent a good many years in my life 

doing astronomical photography, and I thoroughly agree the great bane of the 

rapid plates is the large grain, and one should use as slow a plate as possible. 
I am entirely on the side of Captain Noel and against Mr. Sinclair on the 

question of slow versus quick plates. On the question of the stereoscope I am 
a little doubtful whether if, as I understand, an instrument like this gives a 
base of about the same length as the distance apart of the human eyes, you 
really gain any advantage in landscape work. It is true you can stick up a 

guide in the immediate foreground, and get him in high relief, but it seems to 
me that the presence of something standing out distracts your eye from the 
most important part of the result, and has rather a cheap effect, that the 
landscape photographer would do well to avoid rather than to imitate. One of 
the advantages of the panoram Kodak instruments is that you can measure 
angles, at any rate roughly, from them, and you can execute triangulations and 
re-sections by measuring up panoram photographs with a foot rule. One 
word about the colour process. I was very glad Captain Noel declared it is no 

good for landscape work. There is only one process that will tackle landscape, 
and that is the Lippmann process, which is very complicated and difficult, and 

nobody but Lippmann himself and his wife ever succeeded in making it work. 
One has seen his marvellous results, and can only regret he died the other day, 
so that we are not likely to see any considerable expansion now of that 
singularly beautiful process. I do not think I have anything more to say 
except to hope that the value of Captain Noel's great experience of photo? 
graphy may be available in the selection of further apparatus for the Mount 
Everest Expedition next year. 

Dr. J. W. Evans : I should like to ask Captain Noel whether, if you are 
going to give us these small cameras with an object of enlarging very greatly 
afterwards, you do not have a lot of trouble in getting the very exact focussing 
which is required ? 

Captain Noel : Focussing should always be done with a focussing magni- 
fier, which may be clipped on with an elastic cord over the eye. What worries 
one most is the enlarged grain of the ground glass under the magnifier. With 
regard to fast plates versus slow, I think that if one had a fast plate with a 
fine grain and a long range of gradation it would be the ideal. The dis- 
advantage of the fast plate is its short range of gradation and the coarseness of 
its grain. It is on that account that I do not like it myself. I recognize the 
value of a. large camera for landscape photography. I think a large camera is 

very nice for composing your picture ; but should you have many branches of 
work to undertake, including kinematography, it becomes necessary to minimize 

This content downloaded from 128.235.251.160 on Fri, 13 Mar 2015 23:26:44 UTC
All use subject to JSTOR Terms and Conditions

http://www.jstor.org/page/info/about/policies/terms.jsp


180 JAN MAYEN ISLAND 

the number of cameras carried and to curtail weight. On that account I 
advocated the quarter-plate camera ; but should one be interested only in land- 

scape photography, then the 7x5 camera should certainly be used in addition 
to the quarter-plate. As regards devices for estimating correct exposure I have 

always found the actinometer type of exposure meter most useful. The actino- 
meter actually measures the intensity of the light at each occasion. Tables of 

light values are unreliable in my opinion. 
The President : I should like those present here to have a look at the 

photographs round the room, which are the best of the photographs taken on 
the Mount Everest Expedition. Many were taken with a 7J X 5 inch camera. 
I think you will agree with me they are excellent results, especially those 

photographs of Makalu. What interested me particularly in Captain Noel's 

paper was his expression of views in regard to colour photography; I was 

sorry to hear it is not possible to get good results by colour photography for 

landscape work, because we are particularly anxious to secure these beautiful 
colour effects to be found in the high mountains, which are exceedingly delicate 
and very hard to reproduce. But at any rate for flowers and other subjects in 
which there are very distinct colours, colour photography will be of great 
value. On this next year's expedition we shall have, I hope, the advantage of 
all the skilled advice which was so freely given on the present expedition, and 
we intend this time to send out a really experienced photographer?as 
experienced as Captain Noel himself, and with the same experience in the 
field-?and we shall hppe that next year we may perhaps have even better 
results than we have here at present. I am sure you will wish me on your 
behalf to thank Captain Noel most warmly for his valuable lecture. 

JAN MAYEN ISLAND 

J. M. Wordie 

Read at the Meeting of the Society, 21 November 1921. 

Historical. 

COMPARED 

with other Arctic islands Jan Mayen is small in size 

and has no doubt suffered on that account; on the other hand, the 

extinct volcano of Beerenberg, with the exception of certain nunataks in 

Greenland, is the highest mountain within the Arctic circle. The small- 

ness of the island has probably deterred many an intending visitor, who 

has gone instead to the more distant and more ice-surrounded Spitsbergen. 

The mineral wealth of the latter, moreover, gives to it a status which the 

barren Jan Mayen can never acquire ; but at one time, during the period 

of Dutch whaling supremacy in the seventeenth century, these two islands 

were rivals in economic importance. To-day the situation is very 

different. 

Jan Mayen has a reputation, in Britain at any rate, for being cloud- 

covered and hard to locate. This is probably an exaggeration, for the 

summit of Beerenberg is generally clear, and is a striking landmark visible 

from more than 100 miles away. The words " mist obscured" could with 

more fitness be applied to the early history of the island. 
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